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If they reflected as we do on the future, and contemplated
that in a few centuries nothing but these mounds would be
left of their whole race, that not a man, not a name, not a song,
nor even a tradition of them would be left on earth, their feel-
ings must have been gloomy in the extreme. The idea of anni-
hilation is said to be even more painful than thoughts of a mis-
erable existence,

But we turn from such melancholy reflections with hopes
blooming with immortality. The mental and moral culture
which we enjoy, with the blessings of the pen and the press,
inspire in us the pleasing reflection, that though our individ-
ual names may not be noted centuries to come, yet our race
will be known on the page of history, and our institutions and
the monuments we leave belhind of our intelligence and wis-
dom, which we trust will continue to improve our race as
they descend the stream of time, will bless the world, and
we shall not have lived in vain. One object, and the great
object, of this Assceiation, is to preserve from oblivion
those seraps of history which are fast passing into forgetful-
ness, and by embodying them into a history, transmit to
posterity mot only our name, as a people, but also such
facts, snatched from the destructive hand of time, as will cast
some light, the best we have, on the past history of the State;
and though we have not omniscience and cannot solve the
historic problems of the past to our entire satisfaction, yet we
can do much for the information of ourselves and of our
fellow-men, and thus discharge a debt we owe to others for
the benefits we have derived from histories of other countries
and other times,



